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To the AY CDC Directors,

As a journalist and a citizen, | question the (unspecified) justification for discussing the "Platform Site Update (Oral
Report)" in Executive Session, which seems to exclude the press and public.

No justification has been publicly provided, nor did the two ESD public affairs reps | contacted (cc'd here) answer my
query about the justification.

So | am forced to speculate. It's hardly clear to me that the state Open Meetings Law includes this matter. Most of the
topics subject to Executive Session involve public safety, investigations, litigation, examinations, and employment
matters.

The one topic remotely on point is "the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of
securities, or sale or exchange of securities held by such public body, but only when publicity would substantially
affect the value thereof." (Emphases added)

My reading of that language is that "public body" affects all the possible transactions itemized previously.

However, the Atlantic Yards Community Development Corporation, as an advisory body, has no role in acquiring, selling,
or leasing property.

That's the job of the parent ESD.

More here: https://atlanticyardsreport.blogspot.com/2024/08/with-meeting-set-for-first-ever.html

Note that the Agenda was provided less than 24 hours before the deadline for public comment, a sequence that surely
hampers public comment. Moreover, substantive pre-meeting public comment is precluded when no board materials,
other than a barebones Agenda and past Minutes, are provided beforehand.

Regards,
Norman Oder

Norman Oder

Atlantic Yards/Pacific Park Report
Brooklyn, NY

@AYReport
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